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A letter from Craig Kapson

As I walked into the South Bend Museum of Art today, I was 

greeted to the sound of over 200 students enjoying our 

museum. 

To my right, it looked like over 50 students drawing on tables 

in the Weikamp gallery, recently adapted to invite more 

families and community members into the museum to 

actively engage with art through planned projects. 

To my left, I saw a group of students in the Warner Rotunda 

and Carmichael Gallery participating in a tour of the 

museum’s 75th Anniversary exhibition which highlights the breadth of the museum’s permanent 
collection and its history. 

I kept walking, wondering what else I might witness. Then, I entered the Warner Gallery and saw 

students amazed by the artworks in “Around the Bend”, as all of them were created by local artists 

(220 in fact!). Then, David Allen, a South Bend artist, walked in to drop off a painting and a docent 

asked him to talk about his artwork. What an incredible surprise opportunity for those kids (and 

docent!) It didn’t stop there. 

I then saw students in the Crowley Community Galley asking about how some of the artworks 

were made, all of which were created by the museum’s studio art students and faculty. I then 
walked into a space I just found out about last week called the Project Room and the Art League 

Gallery. The kids were laughing at the title of this immersive exhibition called: “How are you? No 
Really, How are you?”

You see, I was asked early this month by the board, since I was retired, if I would act as Interim 

Executive Director of the Art Museum. Being a resident of South Bend for over 7 decades, I told 
them that I really hadn’t been in the museum much, other than taking a pottery class many years 
ago. After walking into this amazing place, I couldn’t say no. All I could think was how fortunate we 
are in this community that former families made significant contributions to make this opportunity 

for us and future generations. 

It is our responsibility to keep this museum to inspire, teach and share artistic values. These 

galleries are free to the public. What an opportunity for all families to enjoy. Besides all these 

galleries we have 9 individual studios with hands-on experience that offer classes in bookbinding, 
ceramics, community building, drawing, fashion photography,  metals, painting, Photo 

Development (using a dark room!), watercolors, and weaving. Not to mention, workshops offered 
in response to community needs, such as winter wellness workshops designed to address the 

stress of the pandemic.
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This is your Art Museum and we are celebrating 75 years in our community. Now, we need your 
help to make sure that we can continue to make these opportunities available for today and the 

next generation so that we can continue to offer these experiences to the public. We need to 
educate our community, who may not know about the museum, what a special resource it is. Did 

you know we even have Poetry contests, open to the public with a reception during which the 

poets can share their work. 

We are having our 75th Anniversary Gala this year on October 28th. I have asked Kelly Bellinger, 
Director of Mission Advancement, to contact you and ask for your personal or your company’s 
financial support. She would love for you to visit the museum and meet with her to show you all 

that I just found out about myself. 

It is our 75th Anniversary, and we need your help. Why not come hear about the additional impact 
and opportunity this museum could have with your support. If you are looking for a unique 

experience we welcome you to sign up for a class. This can be done through a regular schedule 
or we can set up special office classes or party classes. Give me or Kelly a call. It’d be great to 
hear from you. 

Thank you and I look forward to welcoming you and your friends to your museum.

Craig Kapson

Interim Executive Director
kapsonc@southbendart.org

Kelly Bellinger

Director of Mission Advancement

bellingerk@southbendart.org
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Seventy-five years of art, people and community.

As a purveyor and steward of the visual arts, we have had the unique position to attract a diverse audience 

and reach across many organizations and communities for 75 years. We are grateful for the privilege of 
connecting with and through this community and remain committed to maintaining widespread access, 

inclusion and dialogue across differences and cultures.

Our thoughtful and culturally diverse exhibitions
provide visitors the opportunity to consider art through

different perspectives. Today, we offer this by displaying

some of our permanent collection of over 1100 artworks

which reflects our vibrant arts community while exploring
genres, mediums, and artistic practices from across the

nation. In addition, we host 12-15 special exhibitions per
year representing issues of historical, social, and cultural

relevance.

People are at the heart of the museum. We support

our local and regional art community through exhibiting
emerging and established artists; youth through the Scholastic

Art Awards and school tours and activities; teenagers through

its teen advisory group; and, art students of all skill levels

by offering year-round studio art classes, workshops, and

summer camps. We provide all of this in a unique setting

having access to our permanent collection and

exhibitions for studio exploration.

Art belongs to everyone. Having equitable access to the visual
arts provides our community tools for self-expression, promotes
healing, unlocks creative potential, and encourages conversation.

We aim to bring this community closer by providing a visual

reminder of the artistic achievements and discoveries located

closer to home. Through partnerships, school programs, free

admission, public programs, outreach initiatives and supporting

local artists, we harness the power of art to help strengthen the

wellbeing of our community.

Connecting Community and People To Art



Please check the box by your package selection.

S P O N S O R S H I P  C O M M I T M E N T

SOUTH BEND MUSEUM OF ART

75TH ANNIVERSARY GALA

OCTOBER 28TH 2022

Contact Information

Individual/Company Name________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Contact Person __________________________________________________________________________
Phone No. ______________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________________
City__________________________________State _____ ZIP Code ________________________________
Email Address ___________________________________________________________________________

Payment is Enclosed____________  Please Invoice Me __________________________________________
Credit Card__________________________  Esp. Date___________  CVV___________________________   
Signature ___________________________

Platinum

Gold

Silver

P R E S E N T I N G  S P O N S O R S

art
people 
community

$25,000

$10,000

$5,000

Bronze

$2,500



Curator-led tour for up to 10 
guests of the museum galleries 
during a special ‘22-’23 
exhibition
2 tables of 10 with premier 
seating at the Gala dinner 
All Gala table guests invited to 
Pre-Gala VIP Reception in the 
Carmichael Gallery
Verbal acknowledgment by Chair 
during the Gala
Prominent Listing in Gala 
program
Prominent recognition on Gala 
Event Page on SBMA website
Full-page tribute ad in printed 
program, full color
Company Logo / Name(s) on 
Gala electronic communications
Premier location of Company 
Logo / Photo and Name(s) in 
Gala Gallery Step & Repeat
Social Media Posts highlighting 
Platinum Sponsors
Premier name location on any 
event signage and on “Sponsor 
Gallery Wall” at Gala
Your corporate or individual 
names included in any press 
releases
Annual Donor Mosaic Tile 
Recognition on display all year in 
museum
Prominent sponsorship 
recognition in Gala video

1 table of 10 with premier seating 
at the Gala dinner 
All Gala table guests invited to 
Pre-Gala VIP Reception in the 
Carmichael Gallery
Verbal acknowledgment by Chair 
during the Gala
Prominent Listing in Gala 
program
Prominent recognition on Gala 
Event Page on SBMA website
Half-page tribute ad in printed 
program, full color
Company Logo / Name(s) on 
Gala electronic communications
Preferred location of Company 
Logo / Photo and Name(s) in 
Gala Gallery Step & Repeat
Social Media Posts highlighting 
Gold Sponsors
Premier name location on event 
signage and on “Sponsor Gallery 
Wall” at Gala
Your corporate or individual 
names included in any press 
releases
Annual Donor Mosaic Tile 
Recognition on display all year in 
museum
Prominent sponsorship 
recognition in Gala video

F R I D AY,  O C T O B E R  2 8 T H  2 0 2 2

SPONSORSHIP  OPPORTUNIT IES

1 table of 8 with preferred 
seating at the Gala dinner 
4 Gala table guests invited to 
Pre-Gala VIP Reception in the 
Carmichael Gallery
Recognition during the Gala
Listing in Gala program
Recognition on Gala Event Page 
on SBMA website
Recognition on “Sponsor Gallery 
Wall” at Gala
Annual Donor Mosaic Tile 
Recognition on display all year in 
museum
Sponsorship recognition in Gala 
video

*bronze - $2,500: 1 table of 8 at 
the Gala dinner and Name on 
table at Gala
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